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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are pending for consideration. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

5. Claim 6 recites a program for causing an information processing apparatus to 
carry out a procedure, which is interpreted as a computer program, however, the claim 
fails to assert the program recorded on an appropriate computer-readable medium so 
as to be structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and permit the function 
of the descriptive material to be realized. Since a computer program is merely a set of 
instructions capable of being executed by a computer without a computer-readable 
medium needed to realize the computer program's functionality, it is regarded as 
nonstatutory functional descriptive material. See MPEP 2106.01 for details. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sekiguchi (US 6928541) (hereinafter Sekiguchi). 

8. Regarding claim 1 , Sekiguchi discloses an information processing apparatus 
comprising: storage medium drive controlling means for controlling writing and reading 
of data to and from a storage medium including at least a first storage area which stores 
data constituting an application program in a non-rewritable format, a second storage 
area which stores identification information indicating that at least said application 
program is legitimately stored on said storage medium, and a third storage area into 
which to store user-related information in write-once fashion (Sekiguchi: See figure 2); 
authenticating means for authenticating said storage medium at least in accordance 
with said identification information stored in said second storage area (Sekiguchi: 
column 6 lines 44-59 and column 8 lines 51-62); setting means which, if said storage 
medium is successfully authenticated by said authenticating means, then sets 
requirements for executing said application program stored in said first storage area, 
using setting information which at least includes said user-related information and which 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,51 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2131 

is stored on said storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 7 lines 8-13, column 7 lines 52-55 
and column 8 lines 4-22); and executing means for executing, in an environment set up 
by said setting means, said application program stored in said first storage area of said 
storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 8 lines 4-22 and column 8 lines 65-67). 

9. Regarding claim 2, Sekiguchi discloses storage controlling means which, if said 
user-related information is not found on said storage medium, then causes said storage 
medium drive controlling means to store subsequently input user- related information 
into said third storage area of said storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 8 lines 51-62). 

10. Regarding claim 3, Sekiguchi discloses wherein said storage medium includes a 
fourth storage area into which to store rewritable process-ready data to be processed by 
said application program; and wherein said executing means causes said storage 
medium drive controlling means to store into said fourth storage area the process-ready 
data resulting from the execution of said application program (Sekiguchi: column 8 lines 
65-67 and column 9 lines 1-18). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Sekiguchi discloses wherein said identification information 
stored in said second storage area is allocated uniquely to each piece of said storage 
medium on which said application program is stored (Sekiguchi: See figure 2 and 
column 8 lines 4-22). 

12. Regarding claim 5, Sekiguchi discloses an information processing method 
comprising the steps of: writing/reading data to and from a storage medium including at 
least a first storage area which stores data constituting an application program in a 
nonrewritable format, a second storage area which stores identification information 
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indicating that at least said application program is legitimately stored on said storage 
medium, and a third storage area into which to store user-related information in write- 
once fashion (Sekiguchi: See figure 2); authenticating said storage medium at least in 
accordance with said identification information stored in said second storage area 
(Sekiguchi: column 6 lines 44-59 and column 8 lines 51-62); if said storage medium is 
successfully authenticated in said authenticating step, then setting requirements for 
executing said application program stored in said first storage area, using setting 
information which at least includes said user-related information and which is stored on 
said storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 7 lines 8-13, column 7 lines 52-55 and column 
8 lines 4-22); and executing, in an environment set up in said setting step, said 
application program stored in said first storage area of said storage medium (Sekiguchi: 
column 8 lines 4-22 and column 8 lines 65-67). 

13. Regarding claim 6, Sekiguchi discloses a program for causing an information 
processing apparatus to carry out a procedure comprising the steps of: writing/reading 
data to and from a storage medium including at least a first storage area which stores 
data constituting an application program in a nonrewritable format, a second storage 
area which stores identification information indicating that at least said application 
program is legitimately stored on said storage medium, and a third storage area into 
which to store user-related information in write-once fashion (Sekiguchi: See figure 2); 
authenticating said storage medium at least in accordance with said identification 
information stored in said second storage area (Sekiguchi: column 6 lines 44-59 and 
column 8 lines 51-62); if said storage medium is successfully authenticated in said 
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authenticating step, then setting requirements for executing said application program 
stored in said first storage area, using setting information which at least includes said 
user-related information and which is stored on said storage medium (Sekiguchi: 
column 7 lines 8-13, column 7 lines 52-55 and column 8 lines 4-22); and executing, in 
an environment set up in said setting step, said application program stored in said first 
storage area of said storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 8 lines 4-22 and column 8 
lines 65-67). 

14. Regarding claim 7, Sekiguchi discloses a storage medium which stores a 
program for causing an information processing apparatus to carry out a procedure 
comprising the steps of: writing/reading data to and from a storage medium including at, 
least a first storage area which stores data constituting an application program in a 
nonrewritable format, a second storage area which stores identification information 
indicating that at least said application program is legitimately stored on said storage 
medium, and a third storage area into which to store user-related information in write- 
once fashion (Sekiguchi: See figure 2); authenticating said storage medium at least in 
accordance with said identification information stored in said second storage area 
(Sekiguchi: column 6 lines 44-59 and column 8 lines 51-62); if said storage medium is 
successfully authenticated in said authenticating step, then setting requirements for 
executing said application program stored in said first storage area, using setting 
information which at least includes said user-related information and which is stored on 
said storage medium (Sekiguchi: column 7 lines 8-13, column 7 lines 52-55 and column 
8 lines 4-22); and executing, in an environment set up in said setting step, said 
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application program stored in said first storage area of said storage medium (Sekiguchi: 
column 8 lines 4-22 and column 8 lines 65-67). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRANG DOAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0740. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Trang Doan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



